
THE 100 DAY FUND

The 100 Day Fund offered rapid response grants to support non-partisan, 
community-based activities and organizations working to promote gender equity 
in the Chicago region, in the first 100 days of the new presidential administration. 
The fund provided resources for creative, on-the-ground approaches to engage 
more people in civic action and advocacy on issues affecting women and girls
in the Chicago region.

CATALYST FUND: RESOURCES FOR WOMEN OF COLOR IN 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

Chicago Foundation for Women raises dollars to match funds provided
by the Groundswell Fund’s core program, the Catalyst Fund, a national initiative
to bring new funding to women of color-led reproductive justice work. Through this 
partnership, the Foundation provides funds for grants and technical assistance 
to Chicago-area reproductive justice projects led by women of color. This fund 
amplifies efforts to expand the reproductive justice platform and diversify
voices of communities of color on these issues.

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

Donor Advised funds can be established when a person or family donates $5,000 
or more to the fund. Chicago Foundation for Women assists the donor in awarding 
grants from that fund to support organizations helping women and girls.

Our DAFs include:
•	 Fay Clayton Fund
•	 The  Patty Crowley Fund
•	 Nancy M. Goodman Memorial Fund
•	 Elick and Charlotte Lindon Fund
•	 The Evelyn Appell Lipkin Endowed Fund
•	 Patricia McMillen Fund
•	 Jo and Art Moore Family fund
•	 Lueavery Partee Fund
•	 Jessica Eve Patt Internship Fund
•	 Eleanor Petersen Fund
•	 Berta Waese Endowed Fund
•	 Hedy and Rose Ratner Fund

DORIS & HOWARD CONANT FUND FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS

The Doris & Howard Conant Fund supports organizations and programs
committed to women’s rights, with a focus on advocacy efforts. The Conant Fund 
also provides an opportunity to award multi-year grants, demonstrating both the 
Foundation’s and the donor’s commitment to long-term,
systemic change.

THE ELEANOR NETWORK AT  
CHICAGO FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN*

The Eleanor Network at Chicago Foundation for Women supports an array of 
economic security strategies, bringing together the former Eleanor Foundation’s 
targeted approach and CFW’s broader support of direct service and advocacy.

ENGLEWOOD WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

The Englewood Women’s Initiative (EWI) aims to to increase the economic 
security of women living in the Greater Englewood area and their families. Through 
a strategic alliance of agencies, EWI will equip qualified women with the tools, 
skills and resources to put them on a path to good-paying jobs (earning at least 
$40,000/year) and long-term economic stability.

THE ENTERPRISE FUND 

Based on our commitment to nurturing innovative efforts and to supporting
smart collaborations, we have established The Enterprise Fund. The Enterprise 
Fund is specifically designed to meet the next wave of economic, social, and 
educational challenges facing women and girls by recognizing that not all 
programs and ideas need to be housed in separate, unique organizations.
Through the Fund, applicant organizations have the support to consider a range
of organizational structures and pathways to collaborative programming. From 
combining complementary ideas to co-locating services to formally joining with 
a nonprofit partner, the Enterprise Fund allows organizations the flexibility to 
consider new iterations of their work.

THE GENERAL FUND 

Grants from the General Fund focus on Chicago Foundation for Women’s
three key issue areas: economic security, freedom from violence, and access
to health services and information for women and girls.

GIVING COUNCIL FUNDS 

Through our three Giving Councils, Chicago Foundation for Women fosters a 
network of diverse leaders who raise funds for their communities.
Each council’s fund awarded grants this past year to organizations which
work in the communities they represent.

IRENE BAYRACH ANTI-VIOLENCE LEGACY FUND

The Irene Bayrach Anti-Violence Legacy Fund supports advocacy and
services to address family violence. Through this fund, the Foundation seeks
to address the following types of violence:

•       �Domestic abuse or violence between partners in an intimate relationship 
including physical, emotional, and sexual abuse,

•       �Girls’ exposure to family violence and child abuse, including physical 
maltreatment and neglect by a parent or other caregiver, and

•       �Elder women abuse (including physical maltreatment, financial exploitation, 
and neglect) where the victim of maltreatment is over 60 years of age and the 
perpetrator is a caregiver.

THE NORTH SHORE GIVING CIRCLE

The North Shore Giving Circle of Chicago Foundation for Women aims to increase
awareness about the Foundation within the northern suburbs and to make use
of the knowledge and skills of community leaders and members. The purpose of 
the giving circle is to provide a bridge between the Foundation and women leaders 
in Chicagoland communities, and to provide specialized fundraising
and grantmaking mechanisms for these communities through Chicago
Foundation for Women.

THE POLK BROS. FOUNDATION FUND FOR EMERGING 
ORGANIZATION

The Polk Bros. Foundation Fund for Emerging Organizations fosters early growth
in promising nonprofits with annual operating budgets below $75,000.

THE POLK BROS. FOUNDATION CAPACITY BUILDING 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The scholarships support the professional development of staff in CFW’s grantee 
organizations as well as to provide technical assistance.

THE SOPHIA FUND FOR ADVOCACY

From 1983 to 1991, the Sophia Fund was an independent foundation, making
more than 400 grants totaling $1.8 million dollars to organizations addressing 
reproductive rights, violence against women, and economic justice. In 1992, 
the founder of the Sophia Fund transferred part of the fund’s assets to Chicago 
Foundation for Women to enable the support of advocacy and social policy efforts 
that ensure that women reach their full potential. The Sophia Fund focuses on
the same three key issues as the General Fund does; its application process
is also the same.

EVA JANZEN POWELL AND SMITH T. POWELL HEALTH SERIES

As a part of Chicago Foundation for Women’s effort to enhance access to health 
services and information for underserved and uninsured women and girls, the 
Foundation provides funding for public outreach symposiums through the Eva 
Janzen Powell and Smith T. Powell Health Series. Each symposium
highlights a unique issue or health concern facing low-income women
and women of color.

STRATEGIC RESPONSE FUND

The Strategic Response Fund allows the Foundation to provide immediate
support for projects that are outside of the Foundation’s spring and fall
grant cycles. Grants of up to $7,500 are awarded on a rolling basis to local
organizations addressing critical issues and concerns of women and girls.
These grants are intended to be small, discreet, and timely. Thus, grants
from this pool are “exceptional” and out of the ordinary course of business.
This fund is competitive, and an organization is limited to one Strategic
Response Fund grant per year.

THE WESTERN SUBURBS GIVING CIRCLE

The Western Suburbs Giving Circle (WSGC) is a group of Chicago-area women who 
combine their funds to address the needs of women and girls in the western suburbs 
with a special focus on economic security and freedom from violence. By leveraging 
the power of collective gifts, their grants create meaningful impact and improve lives.

CHICAGO FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN FUNDS

*A portion of the funds that support housing and wraparound services for 

low-income working women in Chicago are provided by the Ava Farewell Trust.
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